
Hollis Primary School November 4, 2022

From Mrs. Izbicki and the HPS Staff:  
Another great week here at HPS! We started off the week 
with some Halloween fun and activities.  Students were 
joined by Office Kush during lunches to talk about 
Halloween Safety!  Next week is a bit jumbled because of 
the PD day and Veterans Day.  Please be sure to look at the 
IMPORTANT DATES section on this notice to stay 
informed of important dates!

Parents are welcome to join their child for a lunch.  If 
this is something you are interested in, please reach 

Hollis Primary School  1

Important Dates:

November 
……………………………………………….
November 8th - No School for 
Students - PD Day for Staff 
November 9th - 9:00 Veterans 
Day Ceremony 
November 11th - No School - 
Veterans Day 
November 22nd - Early 
Release - Carpool begins at 
12:30 
November 23rd - 25th - 
Thanksgiving Recess 

Looking for a past flyer? 
…………………………………… 

https://www.sau41.org/
Content2/348 

Building/Safety 
Update 

The first SAU wide safety 
committee will be meeting on 
November 8th.

Reminder that the speed limit 
is 5 MPH in the parking lot.  
We are seeing an increase in 
cars coming in fast during 
morning carpool.  Please give 
yourself plenty of time to get 
to school.  Thank you!

HPS School News 
 Twitter: @ HollisPrimary 

Website: myhps.org 

http://myhps.org
http://myhps.org
https://www.sau41.org/Content2/348
https://www.sau41.org/Content2/348
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out to your child’s teacher for their lunch time.  Once you know that, please make 
sure you adhere to the following process: 
1. Call the front office 24 hours in advance so we can place you on the visitor list. 
2. Sign in and wear your visitor badge on the upper left or right side of your shirt. 

The badge must be worn at all times when in the building. 
3. Respect the staff on duty and follow the rules of the cafeteria. 
4. When lunch is over you must go to the office and sign out, you may not linger in the 

lunchroom or go to your child’s class.   

Please help us spread the word to our local Veterans!  Veterans are welcome to 
come at 8:30 to enjoy a light breakfast prior to our program at 9:00 on November 
9th.  Veterans are asked to come at 8:30 to enjoy some breakfast refreshments.  It 
is important to us if you RSVP if you plan on coming.  Call the front office and 
speak to Stephanie or Sara at 324-5995.  We are excited to honor all those who have 
served our country.

Officer Kush and a 2nd Grade Student collaborated to create a fall fun 
door! 
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Physical Education - November 
K-1 grades: These classes are going to continue to work on improving their 
locomotor movement skills like running, skipping, hopping, leaping, sliding, 
jumping, and galloping through a variety of different activities. We will start our 
next unit by using our hands to strike a ball or balloon using a controlled hit. 
Students will then learn the basic rules of the game of Four Square. My goal is that 
they can take these skills to recess. 

2-3 grades: During November, grades two and three will start our next unit, Four 
Square. Four Square is a recess game that can be played anywhere as long as you 
have a piece of chalk, playground ball, and two or more people. Students will learn 
the rules and different strategies of Four Square and also work on the correct way 
to hit a playground ball with control. 

Mr. Kyle Precourt

Math - November 
A great math tool that families usually have a supply of is coins.  Children love 
exploring pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters.  Working with change helps 
children develop the concept of exchanging an amount of one thing for another.  
They also practice skills such as skip counting and adding on from groups of five, 
ten, twenty-five and fifty.  As our world switches over to paperless payments,  
children do not have as much real world application with coins.  Check out the 
Math Room Website for ways you can practice math with your children using 
coins.
Math Room Website

Mrs. Giles and Mrs. White

Environmental Science - November 
Our food waste diversion program is up and going in the cafeteria!  The second and 
third graders have started us off and are helping the younger grades get started.  In 
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just 20 days, the students have diverted over 650 pounds of food waste!  I would 
like to add in a thank you to all involved grown ups with a special thanks to Chuck 
Stohl, our head custodian at HPS.  This has truly been a school-wide event and 
everyone has been so supportive and helpful …especially the lunch duty and 
cafeteria staff …everyone has been a huge help with this project!

Other exciting news is that a scout from Hollis Scout Troop 12 has just completed a 
wheelchair friendly bridge, as well as created a new trail making our forests more 
accessible.  ALL of the kids are thrilled and it has been a great experience for our 
students to realize we all have different needs and it is important to do what we 
can to help each other out!

Our environmental science activities have been awesome as well.  Our third 
graders are learning about spiders and of course our New Hampshire State Spider, 
the Daring Jumping Spider!  They also have a fun spider web challenge to complete 
and test using the engineering and design process.  Second grade students are 
beginning their owl unit which includes an owl pellet dissection which is always 
awesome.  In addition to some owl activities, our first grade and kindergarten 
students will begin to get ready to join our food waste efforts!   …AND we have 
flower bulbs that everyone will start to plant as well!  Thank you Hollis 
Conservation Committee for donating these once again!

It’s an exciting month FULL of fun activities!  YAY
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Mrs. Happy

Wellness- November 
During our counseling guidance lessons, Kindergarten and 1st graders have been 
learning and practicing the language of Expected and Unexpected behaviors.  We 
have talked about how running can be expected outside or during a soccer game 
but it is unexpected in the classroom and why. We used a book called  “Hunter’s 
Best Friend” by Laura Malone Elliott to look at some great examples and pictures 
of these behaviors and how expected and unexpected behaviors make others feel.  
When we are working on our expected behaviors others feel happy, proud, safe and 
comfortable! 
In 2nd and 3rd grade I introduced the Zones of Regulation. We are thinking about 
how our body feels in terms of energy and feelings and matching it to a color (Blue-
moving slow, Green-just right, Yellow- a little too fast or Red-way to fast). I have 
reinforced that ALL the zones are OK and it is expected to be in different zones 
depending on situations and experiences. During our next lesson, classes will be 
creating a toolbox of strategies we can use to help ourselves when we are in the 
different color zones.

This month’s health lessons are focusing on personal hygiene and the importance 
of proper care of teeth, nails, hair, etc.  The students are observing an experiment 
with hard boiled eggs (representing our tooth enamel) soaked in vinegar and soda.  
This represents what can happen to our tooth enamel when it repeatedly comes in 
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contact with certain foods.  They are eagerly examining the cups containing the 
eggs every day and awaiting the results.

~Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Rocheleau and Mrs. St. Hilaire

MUSIC - November 
November is an exciting month in the music room! 3rd grade students have been 
preparing two songs and one flag routine for our Veterans Day assembly. The songs 
they’ll perform are American Song, You’re A Grand Old Flag, and God Bless 
America.They are excited to perform for the Veterans and have been showing a lot 
of pride and respect as they learn and sing.

1st and 2nd graders have begun working on music for their Holiday Concerts! Mark 
your calendars - 1st grade will perform on Thursday December 15th at 1:45pm and 
2nd grade will perform on Friday December 16th at 9:30am. More details to come 
as we get closer.

Kindergartners are beginning to learn their first rhythm notes in music. If you hear 
them talking about “ta” and “ti-ti” they are talking about music! We will practice 
making them out of popsicle sticks and writing them with our white boards. 
They’ll also play along with some very beginning rhythm videos with our rhythm 
sticks. We’ll sing the songs Over the River and Through the Woods, I Want Some 
Pumpkin Pie, and Turkey Time. 

Mrs. Cormier

HPS Learning Commons - November 
Third graders read The Memory Jar by Vera Brosgol. and talked about how a 
memory is made. They each wrote about a favorite memory and shared with the 
class. It was so interesting to talk about how certain memories are so vivid and how 
they connect to important events and people in our lives. In second grade we just 
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finished The Smart Cookie by Jory Johns. This book focuses on how each of has 
strengths and talents that we can share with the world.
First grade just finished up an author study focusing on David Shannon and 
kindergarten about Mo Willems. During these studies, we learned about the 
authors and how they create their books. We also talked about how anyone can be 
an author using experiences and interesting events from their own lives.
We have been introducing many new books that are now available to check out in 
the Learning Commons. We have a great selection of new fiction and nonfiction 
books that the students are enjoying. Please remind your children to bring their 
books back each week so that they can check out new ones during their library 
class.

K-3 classes wrapped up their technology boot camps where they were introduced 
to a variety of reading, writing, and math applications as well as Google Suite tools. 
Third grade students were introduced to stop motion (animation) in Google Slides. 
Students created an ocean-themed animation with a scuba diver and marine life. 
Students were able to exercise their creativity and create scenes where scuba divers 
and sharks chased each other and create their own story lines with conversation 
bubbles. 

Mrs. Finley has been going into classrooms in each grade to work with students on 
using technology. Students in first through third grade have been familiarizing 
themselves with different online learning tools using Chrome books. Students in 
Kindergarten have been learning to use applications on the iPads. In addition, they 
have been learning how to be good digital citizens as they use these programs.

The Learning Commons Team - Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Proulx and Mrs. Finley

Reading Room - September 
The reading room is using educational literacy apps to open up many new learning 
opportunities for our students.It has transformed the learning process into an 
engaging and collaborative experience. We are selective about the apps we choose 
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to ensure students are exposed to high quality tools. Students work at their own 
pace to boost learning and practice and refine literacy skills.If you would like to 
learn more about literacy apps and how to employ this powerful teaching tool at 
home visit:https://sites.google.com/a/sau41.org/readingroom/student-learning-apps

Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Van Sciver

Art - November 
Kindergarten is working on primary and secondary colors. They are exploring 
colors with various centers.  We are going to learn about the artist Wassily 
Kadinksy. They are going to use primary and secondary colors to recreate his 
concentric circles painting. 

First Grade finished up their Yayoi Kusama pumpkins. They first made a line 
drawing of a pumpkin and traced it with a sharpie. Then using different 
printmaking tools they made patterns with circles all over their pumpkins. Our 
next project will review primary and secondary colors. First graders will learn about 
warm and cool colors to create leaf paintings.
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Second grade had a brief introduction to value when creating their night time 
pumpkin patches. They created a line drawing of two pumpkins on colored paper. 
Then they used black oil pastels to trace their drawing. Next they blended the oil 
pastels to create value and form. Afterwards they used oil pastels on black paper to 
color their night time pumpkin patch. Finally they glued on their pumpkins under 
a starry sky. 

Third graders are finishing up two projects. They are painting their bisqueware clay 
cupcake pots. Students are also working on pumpkin drawings that are off center 
on the page. They are blending using oil pastels to show value and form. Our last 
step will be to paint the backgrounds.

Mrs. O’Brien
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SKI CLUBSKI CLUB  

Interested?
Email us for more info!

hollisnhskiclub@gmail.com

1ST-6TH
GRADES 

HPS/HUES

BEGINS Thurs, January 7, 2023

not a school-sponsored program 

Registrations due by Dec 1
sign up by Nov 15 to save!





Please accept this invitation for all Veterans to Attend 
the Hollis Primary School Veterans Day Ceremony

Where:  Hollis Primary School, 36 Silver Lake Road  
When:  Wednesday, November 9, 2022
Time:  Ceremony begins at 9:00, we ask that Veterans 
come at 8:30 and enjoy coffee and treats prior.
Who:  All Veterans are Invited

RSVP to 603-324-5995 to Sara or Stephanie



2022-2023 HBMS/ HBHS
Information Evenings

November Topic: Executive Function 101: What is EF
and Why does it Matter?

○ Where: Hollis Brookline Middle School Library
○ When: November 9th, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
○ What: Parents will receive information and tools to support their students

and make life easier.
○ Why: Executive Function Skills help kids become effective problem solvers

and independent learners

● Please register with Mrs. Julienne Finnegan: julienne.finnegan@sau41.org or at
603-324-5997.

Upcoming Topics:
● December: Executive Function 201: Parents and Teachers are a TEAM

● January: The Purpose of Middle School: Personal Toolboxes

● February:  The Blessing of a Skinned Knee: How Obstacles Support Growth

● March:  Behavior is Communication

● April: Transition: New Challenges and Opportunities

Presented by the administration of Hollis Brookline Middle School

mailto:julienne.finnegan@sau41.org
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