Step 1: Register your child for kindergarten beginning in January
Information can be found on the school’s websites, Twitter, Hollis-Brookline Journal,
and Hollis Brookline Community Facebook Page. You can also pick up one at the front
office during school hours, please call ahead of time and we will leave a packet outside for
you to pick up.
Step 2: Attend the kindergarten parent meeting (dates listed below):
Step 3: Sign your child up for a screening:
A screening provides our kindergarten team with a snapshot of your child’s academic
readiness, social and emotional skills, fine and gross motor development, and speech and
language. A team of professionals are on hand which include; Kindergarten Teacher,
Reading Specialist, Math Specialist, Speech Pathologist, and Occupational Therapist. A
follow up letter after the screening will be sent to families.
Step 4: Classroom placement / follow up letter from the school?
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the building principal.

Hollis Primary School

Richard Maghakian Memorial
School

(603) 324-5995
(603) 673-4640

Kindergarten Information Night Kindergarten Information Night
Via Zoom
Via Zoom
TBD
TBD
Screening Dates:
Screening Dates:
TBD
TBD
**Grade placement is a team decision and using the screening and developmental

history forms help to provide information. Please DO NOT request a grade level
when registering, rather, notify the front office that you would like to discuss grade
placement with administration once screenings are complete.

This informational guide was developed in collaboration with SAU 41 administrators, kindergarten
representatives, and local preschool representatives.
All decisions are compliant with Kindergarten State Law, RSA 193:1, Enrollment and Redshirting in
New Hampshire.

Ready for Kindergarten?
Physical Development
● Can balance on one foot, hop, and skip
● Can sit in a chair at a table for 10 minutes
● Can sit on a bench at a table for 20 minutes (lunch)
● Can hold a pencil or crayon with a tripod grasp (not entire fist)
Self Care
● Can dress self - buttons, zippers, jackets, working toward tying shoes
● Can open backpack, snacks, water bottles, and containers independently
● Can use bathroom appropriately and wipe
● Can use a tissue and wash hands
Communication and Language
● Tells a simple story about him/herself using full sentences
● Speaks clearly and audibly
● Asks for help when needed
● Generally speaks correctly (some verb tenses and sounds are still developmental)
● Can use words to describe how they are feeling
● Can maintain eye contact with a peer or adult
Following Directions
● Can follow a 2 step direction (put your shoes on and get your jacket)
● Can play a board/card game with a friend or small group
● More likely to agree with rules
Social/Emotional
● Can wait for a turn
● Can tell what’s real and what’s make-believe
● Wants to be with and please friends
● Shows more independence (willing to go play with a peer at the park, visit a neighbor, etc.)
● Shows a wide range of emotions
● Able to focus on one activity for more than 5 minutes
● Able to respond appropriately to peers and adults
Learning
● Familiar with most uppercase and some lowercase letters
● Can write and read own name
● Basic colors and shapes
● Knows numbers 1-5 and can count to 10
● Can draw a person with 6 body parts
● Shows progress on newly introduced skills and maintains skills already learned
*Please remember that each child develops differently and reaches milestones at a slightly different rate than others. If you have multiple
concerns about the above, please speak to your child’s teacher or pediatrician.
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Kindergarten in New Hampshire - a dedicated issue to current practice
1. Kindergarten as a State Law in New Hampshire - required offering; optional attendance
2. Compulsory Attendance in New Hampshire Age 6 - full time program RSA 193:1 3. Kindergarten
Enrollment, Redshirting and the Reality in New Hampshire
4. Kindergarten Enrollment: Awareness, Best Practice; Recommendations for
Districts, Parents and Communities
1. Kindergarten as a State Law in New Hampshire - Effective with the 2010-2011 school years, every
public school district in New Hampshire is required to offer a minimum of a half-day Kindergarten program.
The cut-off enrollment date is set locally by each district. In addition, each community decides if it will offer
a full day or half-day educational program. The state adequacy formula for funding Kindergarten states that
no kindergarten pupil shall count as more than 1⁄2 day attendance per calendar year (RSA 198:38 I.)
Therefore, regardless of the local decision to offer a full or half-day program, the State pays for half-day.
Kindergarten programs are to immediately precede other elementary grades and be designed primarily for
five year olds.
2. Compulsory Attendance in New Hampshire begins at age 6 - RSA 193:1 - Duty of Parent; Compulsory
Attendance by Pupil. - A parent of any child at least 6 years of age and under 18 years of age shall cause
such child to attend the public school to which the child is assigned in the child's resident district. Such
child shall attend

full time when such school is in session unless: attending another public school
outside the district, receiving a home education (RSA 193-A), the district
superintendent has excused a child for extenuating circumstances, the child is
attending public or private school located in another state, exempt due to RSA 193:5,
and other reasons exceeding the developmentally appropriate norms of Kindergarten
such as achieving a GED and other advancements. A child who reaches the sixth
birthday after September 30 shall not be required to attend school under the
provisions of this section until the following school year.
3. Kindergarten Enrollment, Redshirting and the Reality in New Hampshire - The
intentional practice of allowing children an extra year of maturity by “holding back” at
age five, or redshirting, often backfires in New Hampshire because of the way our
laws are constructed. New Hampshire law intentionally requires districts to offer a
minimum of half- day Kindergarten for five year olds. Attendance laws intentionally
allow parents to “opt out” of public Kindergarten programs and begin compulsory
education at age six, full day, first grade. Because many are unfamiliar with the
regulations, they are surprised to discover their local schools requiring a youngster
who turns six before September 30th, and has never attended Kindergarten, to be
enrolled in first grade. This is correct according to state law. The only option a
principal may have for a full day public program, according to state law, is if the
district offers full day Kindergarten. Then, according to state law, compulsory
education full time at age six can be achieved in a full day Kindergarten program. The
advantage parents seek by giving a youngster time to mature is often met with
confusion, misunderstanding and dismay. Building administrators who seek to provide
the best educational experience for a child are bound to uphold our State laws.

4. Kindergarten Enrollment: Awareness, Best Practice; Recommendations for
Districts, Parents and Communities - All districts are encouraged to conduct a
Kindergarten policy audit to align their current practices with the new regulations.
Kindergarten enrollment policy should include readiness criteria, screening tools, cut
off dates, and a clear process for individual consideration, exceptions and appeals.
Policy should consider 21st Century family life and the optimal educational experience
for children who have attended full day programs for several years in advance of
public education. Districts are encouraged to communicate their local policies to child
care programs in their area for increased community awareness amongst parents
who are unfamiliar with public education rules and procedures. This is especially
important for first time parents to local districts and currently enrolled children with
younger siblings whose parents had a different experience with their first child due to
different laws.
Current Kindergarten enrollment cut-off dates in New Hampshire range from August
15th - December 31st. Parents, child care providers and service providers in early
childhood are encouraged to make contact with local SAU offices for information on

current Kindergarten enrollment practices, including the offering of half-day or full day
programming. These decisions vary greatly in New Hampshire and from year to year
based on budgets and enrollment. All private and public providers for young children
are encouraged to update their practical information regarding local Kindergarten
policies annually, in order to continuously meet the needs of young children, without
shock or disappointment...because things do change.
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